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1. SIGNING MEDICAL CERTIFICATES
The SMA Council would like to remind members that

the doctor’s name and signature are required on the

Medical Certificate. The SMC Ethical Code states in

Section 4.1.8 that:

“As a medical certificate carries with it a professional

and legal responsibility, the doctor must sign the certificate

personally and if another person has filled in the details

on his behalf, he must satisfy himself that the details are

correct before signing.”

The Ethical Code is available at the SMC website:

http://www.smc.gov.sg/html/SMChome.html

2. LOCUM RATES FOR GPS

In response to a recent request from MINDEF for

guidelines for charging locum fees, the SMA Council has

responded as follows:

“Locum rates for general practitioners range from $60

to $80 per hour, excluding Employer’s CPF contribution.

These are only guidelines and are based on what is

currently offered by the polyclinics and private general

practice clinics. Please also note that these rates do not

apply to specialists.”

3. MED ALERT SERVICE

The SMA has been placed on the MOH Med Alert

mailing list from 6 February 2004. We will upload

all directives and advisories that are sent out by Med

Alert on the SMA website’s Members’ Corner for ease of

reference by members.  ■

News from SMA Council
By Dr Tham Tat Yean, Honorary Secretary

CONGRATULATIONS

The SMA Council wishes to congratulate the

following:

1. PROF SATKUNANANTHAM KANDIAH

Prof Satkunanantham will succeed Prof Tan

Chorh Chuan as the new Director of Medical

Services with effect from 1 April 2004.

2. PROF LOW CHENG HOCK

At the Academy of Medicine’s Council Meeting

held on 12 January 2004, Prof Low Cheng Hock

was elected and declared the Master-Elect.

Prof Low will take office as Master of the

Academy of the Medicine for two years,

beginning at the next Annual General Meeting

scheduled for 26 June 2004.

3. DR WONG CHIANG YIN

At the 23rd Congress of the Confederation of

Medical Associations in Asia and Oceania

(CMAAO), held from 11 to 12 December 2003

in Tokyo, Dr Wong Chiang Yin, 1st Vice President

of SMA, was elected as Chairman of the

CMAAO Council for 2003-2005.

Free CME Lectures on Medical Ethics &
Health Law organised by SMA Centre for

Medical Ethics & Professionalism

Objectives of the Seminars
1. To increase awareness of the common issues on medical

ethics and health law.
2. To teach ethical tests and systematic reasoning to arrive

at more sound decisions.
3. To teach the present coverage and scope of Singapore’s

statutory and common laws pertaining to health issues.

When?
The lectures are held on every first and second Thursdays,
at SGH and TTSH respectively, from 5.30pm to 7.00pm.

The speakers and topics will be updated periodically at the
SMA website at www.sma.org.sg

Free Admission and CME Points
Admission is Free. 1 CME (non-core) point will be awarded
for every session. These lectures are open to doctors, nurses,
medical students, and allied healthcare workers only.

How to Register?
Registration begins 1/2 hour before the event, and is on
first-come-first-served basis. Light refreshments will be
served from 5.00pm.

Contact Enquiries
For enquiries, please contact Ms Ng Wee Fong of the
SMA Secretariat at 62231264 (ext 24) or email her at
weefong@sma.org.sg


