
SMA
EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor
Dr Wong Tien Yin
Deputy Editors
Dr Daniel Fung
Dr Toh Han Chong
Members
Dr Chan Kah Poon
Prof Chee Yam Cheng
Dr John Chiam
Dr Jon Goh
Dr Terence Lim
Dr Oh Jen Jen
Dr Tan Poh Kiang
Ex-Officio
Dr Lee Pheng Soon
Dr Tham Tat Yean
Executive Secretary
Ms Chua Gek Eng
Editorial Manager
Ms Krysania Tan

The views and opinions
expressed in all the articles
are those of the authors.
These are not the views
of the Editorial Board nor
the SMA Council unless
specifically stated so in
writing. The contents of
the Newsletter are not to
be printed in whole or in
part without prior written
approval of the Editor.

Published by the Singapore
Medical Association,
Level 2, Alumni Medical
Centre, 2 College Road,
Singapore 169850.
Tel: 6223-1264
Fax: 6224-7827
Email: news@sma.org.sg
URL: http://www.sma.org.sg

N E W S

VOLUME  36  NO.3      MARCH  2004

MITA  ( P )  288/02/2003

SMJ Full-Text Articles Now
One-Click Away within PubMed
By A/Prof Goh Lee Gan

3 ............................. Council News

4 ............................. From a Wannabe to Another Wannabe

5 ............................. Therapeutic Chewing Gum

6 ............................. The Cell Group

8 ............................. SARS & Fever (Part 11)

FROM FULL-TEXT TO PUBMED LINKOUT

Singapore Medical Journal (SMJ) readers have been able to

access the full-text of every SMJ article since the Singapore

Medical Association (SMA) started the online full-text service

with the SMJ January 1997 issue at www.sma.org.sg. Being

online, the full texts are available twenty-four hours a day.

This is convenient and always timely.

Today, the SMA is pleased to announce that with effect

from the January 2004 issue of the SMJ, we are one more

step closer to SMJ readers. The full-text article is now accessible

from the PubMed Medline search by the LinkOut feature.

Just click on the icon (see Figure 1) to get to the full text.

With this LinkOut feature, contributors to the SMJ can

expect to have their fruits of labour shared with readers

worldwide, twenty-four hours a day. Certainly, what they

have written will have a chance to have a larger impact.

INDEXED JOURNAL

The SMJ has been indexed in Medline with its citation

and abstract data since 1960. The earliest article was a

paper on two cases of pyopericardium by Choo JE and Tay G1.

As at 15 March 2004, the SMJ has 4,271 entries in the

PubMed Medline.

BEING ON PUBMED MEDLINE LINKOUT

The SMJ editorial team ensures that all SMJ articles are

available online on the SMJ website at least two weeks in

advance of receipt by post of the printed journal. The SMJ

editorial team has, with the appointment of a journal

webmaster, now successfully started direct electronic

submission of article citations and abstracts to the U.S.A.

National Library of Medicine’s PubMed system2.

BEHIND THE SCENE

It is perhaps pertinent to highlight the people who worked

quietly all these years since 1960, to reach where we are

today. The SMJ was first published in March 1960 with the

formation of SMA as a separate entity from the Malaysian

Medical Association. Prior to that, the local Alumni Association

had been publishing the “Proceedings of the Alumni Association

of Malaysia”. With the founding of SMA, it was renamed the

Singapore Medical Journal. Dr Gwee Ah Leng, former Medical

Director of Singapore General Hospital, was its first Editor.

In 1966, the SMA Newsletter was launched by Dr Arthur Lim

(Dr Au Kah Kay, SMA News January 1997).

Between then and now were editors, editorial assistants,

course contributors, reviewers and the SMA Secretariat staff.

Together, the successive editors have sailed the ship, and

under their stewardship, the SMJ has continued to be a
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SMA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Date : Sunday, 18 April 2004
Time : 2.00 – 5.00pm
Venue : Alumni Auditorium

SMA ANNUAL DINNER
Guest-of-Honour: Mr Khaw Boon Wan, Acting Minister

for Health, and Senior Minister of State for Finance
Date : Saturday, 8 May 2004
Time : 6.45pm
Venue : Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel

For enquiries and sale of dinner tables,
please contact the SMA Secretariat at Tel: 6223 1264.

Figure 1
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C o u n c i l  N e w s

1. CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES TO DOCTORS

The SMA Council would like to advise members that

congratulatory messages to doctors, e.g. National Service

Awards, are acceptable.

However, congratulatory messages in the public

media, which are sponsored by pharmaceutical firms,

might be construed by the public as an unduly close

association between the doctor’s medical practice and

the pharmaceutical firm(s) involved. In order to avoid

any such potential conflict of interest, the SMA and

Singapore Association of Pharmaceutical Industry are

of the opinion that such congratulatory messages are not

to be encouraged.

2. SMA SECRETARIAT

We wish to inform members that the following new staff

have joined the SMA Secretariat:

i. Mr Reuel Ng – Editorial Executive, SMJ

ii. Ms Angeline Ong – Accounts Officer

iii. Ms Nirmal Kaur – Administrative Assistant  ■

News from SMA Council
By Dr Tham Tat Yean, Honorary Secretary

forum for readers and writers on medical practice in this

region. They have together created the 45 volumes of the

SMJ that is the Singapore medical profession’s heritage today.

The immediate past Editor, Dr C Rajasoorya, in his

valedictory editorial, gave us snapshots of editing the

medical journal3. We must thank him for spending four years

to build up the SMJ. And the present Editor, Prof Wilfred

Peh, has already charted the course4.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations are due to Prof Wilfred Peh, his SMJ editorial

team and the SMA Secretariat staff for bringing the SMJ

closer to international researchers and readers through the

PubMed Medline LinkOut.  ■

References
1. Choo JE & Tay G. Pyopericardium: a report of two cases. SMJ 1960;

1:40-5.
2. Peh WCG. Linking up and out. SMJ 2004; 45(3):100-2.
3. Rajasoorya C. Snapshots of editing a medical journal. SMJ 2003

Vol 44(12):610-3.
4. Peh WCG. Charting the course. SMJ 2004; 45(1):1-2.

About the author
A/Prof Goh Lee Gan is an Associate Professor of Family Medicine, in the
Department of Community, Occupational and Family Medicine in
the National University of Singapore. He teaches public health and
family medicine.

  Page 1 – SMJ Full-text Articles Now One-click Away Within PubMed

Editor’s note: We reproduce below a letter dated 17 March 2004 from the outgoing Director of Medical
Services, Prof Tan Chorh Chuan, who will return to the National University of Singapore from 1 April 2004.
The SMA Council extends its best wishes to Prof Tan.

17 March 2004

Dr Lee Pheng Soon
President
Singapore Medical Association

Dear Pheng Soon

As you know, I will be stepping down as Director of Medical Services on 31 March 04. I would like to express my sincere thanks
and gratitude for the strong support, wise counsel and assistance which you and the Singapore Medical Association (SMA)
have given me throughout my tenure. This has been a great help for me personally, particularly during the SARS crisis last
year. More importantly, I believe it has helped to enhance the level of care which we provide to our patients and the public.

I am confident that through the SMA’s many initiatives and support for our national efforts, our healthcare services will
continue to grow and excel, for the benefit of Singapore. Thank you once again.

With warm regards.

Yours sincerely

Tan Chorh Chuan




