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C o u n c i l  N e w s

1. CONGRATULATIONS

The Singapore Youth Award (SYA) confers national honour

upon youths in Singapore who have significantly achieved

excellence and contributed to the society, and whose

achievements will serve as an inspiration to others.

The SMA Council wishes to congratulate Dr Benedict

Tan Chi’-Loong, who was conferred the Medal of

Commendation 2004 (Sports and Adventure), for achieving,

contributing and inspiring youths at significantly higher

levels after being awarded the SYA in 1995.

2. TAX DEDUCTION FOR CME EVENTS

The Ministry of Health has informed SMA of a change

to the procedure for application of tax deduction for

attendance of local/overseas medical conferences.

The SMA is currently seeking clarification on the

changes to the application procedure and will update

members on the new procedure in due course.  ■

News from
SMA Council
By Dr Yue Wai Mun, Honorary Secretary

45TH SMA COUNCIL – 2004-2005
SMA STANDING COMMITTEES – CHAIRMEN

Administration
1. Administration Dr Yue Wai Mun

Publication
1. SMJ Editorial Board Prof Wilfred Peh
2. SMA News Editorial Board Dr Toh Han Chong

Ethics & Indemnity
1. Ethics Dr Chin Jing Jih
2. Complaints Dr Wong Chiang Yin
3. Professional Indemnity Dr Tham Tat Yean

Practice & Membership Services
1. Guideline on Fees Dr Toh Choon Lai
2. Convention Organising Dr Wong Tien Hua
3. Dinner Organising Dr John Chiam Yih Hsing
4. Medical Informatics Dr John Chiam Yih Hsing
5. Membership Dr Foo Chuan Kit
6. Private Practice Dr Chong Yeh Woei
7. Sports & Games Dr Tan Yew Ghee

Community Services & Education
1. Community Health Education Dr Raymond Chua Swee Boon
2. Healthcare Course Dr Tan Kok Leong
3. SMA-SNA CPR Dr Low Lip Ping

Training Programme

ORGANISATIONS UNDER SMA’S GOVERNANCE
1. SMA Pte Ltd – Board of Directors Chairman: Dr Toh Choon Lai
2. SMA Pte Ltd – Board of Trustees Chairman: Dr Robert Loh Choo Kiat
3. Centre for Medical Ethics Director:  Dr Chin Jing Jih

& Professionalism
4. SMA Trust Fund Chairman: Dr Khoo Chong Yew

ALL-in-One Prescribing & Procurement Reference
Singapore Edition Coming in July / August 2004

For more information on Medi-Bank please contact

Vital Base Company Pte Ltd, 371 Beach Road, #02-02 KeyPoint, Singapore 199597

Tel: (65) 6294 0113           Fax: (65) 6294 7605        Email: enquiry@vital-base.com

Vital-Base Company Pte Ltd is pleased to announce the launch
of Medi-Bank Singapore Edition in July/August 2004. Through a
co-operation with the Singapore Medical Association, members will
be able to receive free hard copies (retail subscription value of
S$60 per copy) of Medi-Bank as part of their membership to SMA.
There will be 2 updated issues of Medi-Bank published every year.

Each hard copy of Medi-Bank will be able to provide the
following to assist physicians in daily practice:
• Prescribing information of drugs available in the Singapore

market which can be searched by therapeutic class, trade name
or by generic name.

• Contact information of pharmaceutical manufacturers and
distributors.

• Product information of Hospital supplies searchable via trade
name and generic name.

• Product information of Laboratory supplies searchable via trade
name and generic name.

• Contact information of equipment manufacturers and distributors
• Coming editions to scheduled to include advice from medical

specialists.
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The SMA Council is of the view that as the Association

moves forward, it is time to look into updating the

SMA Emblem. Two proposed designs have been

prepared by Mr Larry Kwa, a final year student from the

Raffles La Salle School of Design. These designs were presented

at the SMA Annual General Meeting on 18 April 2004, and

are reproduced below.

Proposal to
Revamp the SMA Emblem

We wish to seek the opinions of SMA Members on

the two designs. Your feedback will be tabled together

with the resolution to change the SMA Emblem, at the

next Annual General Meeting in April 2005. Please look

out for the voting slip in this month’s mailbag, or

email your vote to sma@sma.org.sg.  ■

    Current SMA Emblem SMA Constitution Article I, Item 3:

The emblem of the Association shall be the outline of Singapore over

which shall be imposed a conventional staff of Aesculapius the whole

being encircled by the words ‘SINGAPORE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION’.

    Proposed SMA Emblem (1) Design Rationale

The importance and significance of the traditional symbol of medical

profession form the foundation in the design of this new identity. The staff

of Aesculapius (staff with a serpent curled around it) is redrawn in a more

contemporary style showing both the elements in a positive and reverse space

combination. The symbol of the lion representing Singapore was incorporated

at the top of the staff to create a unique and truly meaningful identity.

The prudent use of positive and reverse space has not only created

a harmonised overall combination but also emphasises the importance

of each element.

    Proposed SMA Emblem (2) Design Rationale

The need to demonstrate the link between the organisation and the

medical profession led to the creation of this unique symbol. The two key

elements are: the symbol of the lion representing Singapore and the

serpent which is the traditional symbol of the medical profession.

They are merged, forming a meaningful and versatile identity. The circle

formed by the arrangement of the two elements also reinforces the

association between the medical profession and Singapore.

The elements in this identity are drawn in a stylised manner so as to

reinforce the organisation’s efforts to keep up with the changing times in

medical as well as other important aspects.
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