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12 H o b b i t

Awards

Well folks, 2005 came and went. The 

2006 78th Annual Academy Awards is 

upon us once again and ‘Oscar Fever’ 

is raging. So, here is the Hobbit to give 

you what she thinks should win in this 

year’s movie award season. As usual, 

this is pure satire and folks who cannot 

take a joke or laugh at themselves, 

please stop reading right here. Here’s  

to more laughs in the New Year ...

BEST HEALTH EDUCATION MOVIE: 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN
A sensitive tale of two rugged closet homosexual 
professionals who decide to step out and 
become safe-sex activists when they saw one 
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of their mates catch HIV after a foam party on 
Singapore’s own ‘Rockies’ – Mount Faber. 

BEST LOCAL PRODUCTION:  
CHICKEN LITTLE
A movie about Pulau Ubin farmers managing to 
keep a few live chickens despite the best efforts  
of AVA to annihilate the last kampung ayam.  
Stars famous local ah beng talent Gurmit Singh  
as one of the last islanders who rears chickens  
for a living.

BEST ACTOR AWARD:  
CINDERELLA MAN
A moving story about an academic orthopaedic 
surgeon who aims to make a difference by going 
into high level policy work and administration. 
Little did he realise some of the battles he has 
since had to face. The climax comes when he 
meets some big-time contentious issues and 
possibly an imminent bird flu pandemic.  
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Strong performance by Russell Crowe as the 
idealistic tough-guy orthopaedic surgeon with 
recent eyebags.

BEST DARK COMEDY FOR THE YEAR: 
DUKES OF HAZZARD
Features the real-life story of two doctors who 
practise mesotherapy while thinking that their 
professional indemnity scheme covers them. 
Rated ‘PG’ for its rather gruesome ending. 

BEST ACTRESS AWARD: 
INTERPRETER
Nicole Kidman is resplendent in this role  
as she plays the interpreter that translates 
Hokkien, Cantonese, Teochew, Mandarin,  
Malay and Tamil for hospital auditors from 
America as many hospitals go for American 
accreditation. 

BEST KID MOVIE: I NOT STUPID 2
Stars a bunch of boys and girls who could  
not get into the local undergraduate medical 
school after GCE ‘A’ levels. They subsequently  
do well enough in undergraduate studies  
to qualify for the newly opened Graduate  
Medical School.

BEST EPIC MOVIE: KINGDOM OF 
HEAVEN
The epic of 2005. Orlando Bloom sheds his  
elven ears to play the hero who goes on a  
crusade to fight for family medicine by setting  
up a family medicine register. How does his 
crusade end? Watch the movie yourself.

BEST SPECIAL EFFECTS MOVIE:  
KING KONG
The story about how a gathering of public 
servants grew from two floors of one building 
into all three floors, plus another two buildings, 
plus two clusters, plus two statutory boards  
over 10 years – while doing essentially the  
same thing. 

BEST ACTION SEQUENCE AWARD: 
KUNG FU HUSTLE
Depicts the experience of how a poor kung  
fu master jostles himself through the crowds  
at A&E at the height of the dengue outbreak  
to get a bed for his mother in a very busy  
public general hospital on a weekend evening. 
Amazing footwork and agility not seen since 
the Thai movie hit Ong Bak. Spot the cameo 
appearance by an opposition politician late  
in the movie.

BEST DOCUMENTARY: MARCH OF  
THE PENGUINS
A movie about GPs who have lost their ability  
to practise family medicine and are now migrating 
to aesthetic medicine slowly but surely. Lots of 
nice shots of polar bears with a lot of fat lurking 
in the background. Sleeper hit of the year.

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS AWARD: 
MEMOIRS OF A (MEDICAL) GEISHA
Set in the 80s and 90s before clusters and better 
welfare for junior doctors, a bonded medical officer 
remembers how he was bumped from posting to 
posting, doing night calls for forty bucks, because 
he had no money to redeem his bond. Gong Li stars 
as the registrar from hell who terrifies the helpless 
housemen and medical officers and clinches the 
Best Supporting Actress Award with ease.

BEST ART HOUSE FILM: PRIME
Stars Uma Thurman as a foreign graduate medical 
officer who had just passed MRCP and also fallen 
in love in Singapore with her houseman. However, 
her basic training in UK was not recognised as 
being valid for consideration for BST. In the end, 
she leaves Singapore to return to complete her 
training in UK, breaking up her relationship with 
her houseman in the process. Also stars Meryl 
Streep as Head of Internal Medicine Department 
who utters the immortal words, “Sometimes, love 
is not enough.”

BEST HORROR MOVIE: SAW 2
Horror movie about how a fictitious country’s 
public healthcare system was sawn into two 
halves violently and abruptly with terrifying 
downstream effects. Takes your breadth away and 
definitely NOT for the faint-hearted. For mature 
audiences only.

SHORTEST RUN IN CINEMAS AWARD: 
SEVEN SWORDS
A documentary about the legend of the ill-fated 
means test and how the means test will come  
to be reality only after seven changes of top 
leadership. 

SLEEPER HIT OF THE YEAR: STEALTH
A short movie about how an opposition MP  
went into and left a public hospital A&E without 
being noticed. 

BEST TEARJERKER AWARD:  
THE 40-YEAR-OLD VIRGIN
Exactly as old as and as pristine as Singapore. 
A movie about how after 40 years in medical 
practice, the 65-year-old GP retires without having 
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Chinese Medicine (TCM) and its limitations in 
terms of scientific rigour. It makes the astute 
observation that for TCM to move forward, 
Chinese medicine must necessarily move towards 
better scientific research and evidence, thereby 
inadvertently leading to more confluence with 
‘Western’ medical practice.

The last chapter ‘Resurgence of China’ is an 
interesting read. It summarises China’s woes under 
Mao post-1949 and progress since Deng Xiaoping. 

China Condensed succeeds admirably if the 
title of the book is indeed the desired outcome. 
Given the author’s obvious comprehensive grasp 
of Chinese culture, I would have preferred to  
see the book achieve more than a condensation  
of Chinese history and culture. For example,  
the Han race was portrayed more or less as  
a homogenous race in the book. This is quite 
an oversimplification. Amongst the Hans, 
Northerners and Southerners (as demarcated 
by the Yangtze Kiang) have quite different 
worldviews and cultural practices. Even among 
Southerners, there are differences between 
different provinces and dialect groups.

Speaking from experience, many Chinese, 
especially Singaporean Chinese take some time 
to understand the political and geographical 
structure of China. For example, a brief  
discourse on the organisation of China into 
provinces, autonomous regions, municipal  
cities, counties, villages, and so on would  
have been useful.

Going forward, one can only wish that this 
would not be the last of Dr Ong’s works on 
China. China Condensed is but the first book  
of what many an English-educated overseas 

Chinese needs. I would strongly encourage  
Dr Ong to go beyond this to ‘Chinese Distilled’:  
a compilation and guide to an understanding  
of the Chinese values and social system, some  
of which are those that are embedded in  
Dr Ong’s name itself: 修齐.

In the Confucian classic The Great Learning 
(大学), one of the great overarching principles is 
that of progressive learning leading to virtuous 
development, starting from the individual  
level to that of family unit, progressively 
developing onwards finally to nation-wide  
peace and harmony. 

格物，致知，诚意，正心，修身，齐家，
治国，平天下

The 17 words roughly translated means: 
investigating things, completing knowledge, 
having sincere thoughts, then an upright heart, 
leading to a cultured person, which in turn  
leads to having regulated families, which 
forms the basis for well-governed states which 
collectively develop into a harmonious empire. 

China Condensed only achieves the first two: 
格物 and 致知, and is still someway off enabling 
the reader to 修身 and 齐家. There remains 
much more that needs to be done before many 
a young, English-educated, overseas Chinese 
can fully grasp what it means to be Chinese. But 
given the quality of Dr Ong’s first work in this 
area, I am confident that he is well-placed to 
complete this worthwhile mission. Meanwhile,  
I unreservedly recommend Chinese Condensed to 
all my English-speaking Chinese friends. In fact, 
I have given away about 10 copies of this book 
since Christmas. ■

 Page 16 – China Condensed

participated in managed care, company contracts 
and aesthetic medicine. Standby the Kleenex, ladies.

BEST ANIMATION MOVIE AND BOX 
OFFICE CHAMPION: THE INCREDIBLES
Number One Box Office Champion in 2005! 
A movie describing the Board of Directors of 
a scandal-ridden NGO. The Board overlooked 
many shortcomings of its CEO, who as Mr 
Incredible declared, “I always work alone.” 
Incidentally, the Directors are played by puppets  
on strings in this movie, and this is the first 
puppet movie to make it big in the box office in 
the last 40 years. Incredibles 2 is already being 
lined up for production as we speak. Big budget 
movie that delivers bang for the buck.

BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM: 
TWILIGHT SAMURAI
Prof Chee Yam Cheng plays himself as the last 
general internist defending his honour and 
clinical acumen against all odds and the trend  
of sub-specialisation. 

BOMB OF THE YEAR: WAR OF THE 
WORLDS
Mr Cruise plays a famous radiologist rallying  
his fellow radiologists to fight against having 
their livelihoods taken away by alien radiologists. 
Of special interest is a cameo role by a powerful 
but renegade cardiologist who aids the aliens’ 
cause. Did not do too well at the box-office, 
though.  ■
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