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HIGHLIGHTS
From the Honorary Secretary Report by Clinical Asst 

Prof Benny Loo Kai Guo

Letter to Straits Times Forum on healthcare insurance
SMA submitted a letter to the Straits Times Forum, responding 
to several forum letters and commentary articles relating to 
healthcare insurance, specifically regarding Integrated Shield 
Plans (IPs). 

Our letter touched on several points and concluded that 
to address the issue of power imbalance between IP insurers 
and policyholders, stakeholders and regulators could look into 
whether changes in insurance design, such as the portability 
of IPs, would be beneficial. If policyholders can change their IPs 
without losing coverage for pre-existing conditions, it could 
promote healthy competition among insurers and ensure that 
policyholders get a fair deal.

The forum letter was published on 27 April 2024 and 
can be found at this link: https://bit.ly/3yKaldj.

Called to See Patient workshop
The SMA Doctors-in-Training (DIT) Committee held 
the annual Called to See Patient workshop on 27 April 
2024 for newly minted house officers (HOs) joining the 
medical workforce. With over 300 participants joining 
the online Zoom session, we hope the HOs took away 
valuable information which will be helpful to them along 
their career path, especially on their first day of work. A 
summarised slide deck of the session is available via our 
DIT Telegram channel at: https://t.me/helpourjuniordocs. 

Dr Loo is a paediatrician in public service 
with special interest in sport and exercise 
medicine. He serves to see the smiles on 
every child and athlete, and he looks forward 
to the company of his wife and children at 
the end of every day.
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SMA National Medical 
Students’ Convention 2024

Career Canvas and Connections: 
Painting Our Path in Medicine

SMA National Medical Students’ Convention 2024 will comprise talks 
and workshops that explore the different career tracks available to 
medical students. The convention culminates in a social night for 

participants across all three medical schools to mingle and network 
with each other and with fellow healthcare professionals.

Guest of Honour
Prof Benjamin Ong

Chairman, Health Sciences Authority 

Registration details
Registration link: https://bit.ly/NMSC-2024

Registration opens on 1 July 2024 (Monday)

Date: 17 August 2024 (Saturday)

Time: 8.45 am to 9 pm

Venue: NTU Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine 
Clinical Sciences Building  
11 Mandalay Rd, Singapore 308232

Organised by:
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