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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you wish to
• comment on articles in the SMA News,
• have something to highlight regarding healthcare issues, or
• just want to share your personal experiences or light-hearted anecdotes in
medical practice,
please write to us at:
The Editor, SMA News
Singapore Medical Association
Alumni Medical Centre, Level 2
2 College Road, S 169850
OR fax: 6224 7827
OR email: news@sma.org.sg
We welcome your opinions, comments and observations.
THE EDITOR

Page 6 – The Quest for Innovative Science

TAKING A CLINICAL RESEARCH TRACK
TO INNOVATIONS
Working in a clinical department was the ideal setting for
my philosophy of applied research. Basic research takes too
long a time for me to see the fruits of my labour. I like to see
results soon and hence enjoy clinical research. I am convinced
that not all academics can be good researchers. Besides
being gifted with the art of creative thinking, one needs to
read a lot and work at the bench to see one’s own results
of research.
Conceiving an idea to me is the most important and
difficult aspect of research. There are many who can do
the job once the idea is conceived. There are the satisfying
and frustrating moments in research. I do not believe in
giving up even if an experiment failed. We need to question
“why?” and continue to modify and pursue the objectives
behind the experiment. I do not believe in “stampcollecting” research where a piece of research is conducted
just to publish a manuscript and inflate a CV. I believe that
the piece of research must be useful to mankind, preferably
short term. I believe that good teachers are usually good
researchers because they are able to translate their
research findings into their teaching and dissemination of
knowledge. Of course lucid and articulate public speaking
with good fluency in the English language are complementary
advantages.
THE PRESENT AND BEYOND
Now is the right climate for research in the life sciences in
Singapore. I wish it came a bit earlier when I was much

younger. Currently, while being active in stem cell and
IVF research, I am also busy training and sharing my
expertise with a younger group of Singaporean scientists.
The aim is to build a strong research team that can pursue
my ideas into the future. I have with me a very intelligent,
hardworking, competent, and extremely committed team
of seven research and service personnel of whom I am
proud. It certainly is a joy interacting and working with
them. They were very carefully selected and nurtured.
We are busy with providing a laboratory service for childless
couples enrolled in IVF, refining the in vitro systems for
large-scale ES cell production, studying the genomics of
these mysterious cells for direction into desirable tissues
for clinical application later, finding other ways of improving
pregnancy rates for older childless couples, and so on.
The Singapore government’s drive in the life sciences
has made research funding no problem at all. Ethical and
commercial issues have been put well in place and I think
there is no better place than Singapore right now for one
to commercialize and pursue one’s research dreams. I am
fortunate to be part of Singapore’s life science drive and I see
in the future a tremendous success in Singapore’s fourth
economic pillar – the life sciences – simply because of the
tremendous commitment and support from the government,
together with the right and committed people at the top
and a very dedicated group of local scientists who are
competent to deliver. Singapore has all the money and
infrastructure for research but what she lacks is the workforce
in the form of good scientists. The few of us are stretched
pretty thin, and until such time as our own scientists are
trained we will have no choice but to import. ■
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