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OSLER’S NOTES
Sir William Osler (1849 – 1919), Physician-in-Chief at the then newly formed Johns Hopkins
University Hospital and, later, Regius Professor of Medicine at Oxford University, has been considered
“the most influential physician in history” and “the best-known physician in the English-speaking world at
the turn of the century”. The SMA News will publish selected quotations from Sir William Osler in each
of its upcoming issues that reflect his wisdom and thoughts on the medical profession and the world
at large.
“Medicine is the only worldwide profession, following everywhere the same methods, actuated by the
same ambitions, and pursuing the same ends. This homogeneity, its most characteristic feature, is not
shared by the law, and not by the Church, certainly not in the same degree.”
(Source: Unity, Peace and Concord, in Aequanimitas, 429-30)

“Physicians, as a rule, have less appreciation of the value of organisation than members of other
professions.”
(Source: The Functions of a State Faculty. Maryland Med J 1897; 37:73 – 7)

“To serve the art of medicine as it should be served, one must love his fellow man.”
(Source: The Evolution of Internal Medicine. In Modern Medicine: Its Theory and Its Practice. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers, 1907:34.)
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Page 22 – Interview with Dr Chau Chwen Hwe

work among people with leprosy. So sometimes
we think pain is something we do not really want.
Yet there may be a place for pain, especially for
people with leprosy. They were talking about
designing an artificial arm that can sense pain. We
are talking about a lot of work, just to be able to
do an artificial hand that can do the simple task of
withdrawing from heat.
TWM: Just one last question. What is the most
overrated thing about being a doctor?
DR CHAU: Is it overrated today? I thought
we are brought down from the pedestal already.
[Laughs] Not really, I do not think we are
overrated. My patients treat me like another
human being. I have this Malay woman who saw
my nail injury three months ago. She saw me again
three months later. She just flipped my hand over
while I was taking blood pressure. “Oh, how’s your
finger?” She remembered! [Laughs] That is very
heartwarming. I am not just her doctor but also
her friend.
TWM: Thank you very much, Dr Chau. All the
best for your ongoing mission work.
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ur Desk Calendars for 2007 are
specially designed with fresh pressed
flowers. These unique hand-made calendars
have been lovingly put together by about
100 poor families who live in slum areas.*
The calendars are ideal for personal use as
well as corporate gifts. Imprints of your
organisation’s name are available for orders
of 100 pieces or more. It is not too early to
place your orders now. For enquiries, please
contact:
James Loh

9248 0098
jamesloh@carechannels.org

* The fresh
flowers
calendar
project is
part of Care
Channels’
ministry to
the poor
livelihood
programme.

DR CHAU: Thank you. ■
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