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Announcement

SMA 6th Ethics Essay Award
The annual SMA Ethics Essay Award is a
competition organised by SMA’s Centre for
Medical Ethics and Professionalism. It aims
to encourage tertiary students in Singapore to
critically examine and review important issues
relevant to medical ethics and professionalism.
The Award has two categories, one for
medical students and the other for
non-medical students. The essay topic for
2005 “Is Medicine a Profession or a Business?”
attracted a record number of 47 entries –
41 in the Non-Medical Student Category
and six in the Medical Student Category.
As a result of the overwhelming number
of entries, a two-stage judging format was
employed. In the final stage, the judges were
Professor Chee Yam Cheng, Associate Professor
Lim Meng Kin and Dr Chew Chin Hin.

CMEP has decided to give due recognition, for
the first time, to the runner-up of each category
with a Merit Award.

The award for the top essay from each category
is a cash prize of $1,000 and a plaque. The
winning essays will also be published in the
Singapore Medical Journal. In recognition of the
impressive quality of the submissions, SMA

Merit Award:
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current average monthly household income or
more than four months of the median monthly
household income. If we throw in a medic’s other
related expenses such as travel, books, equipment,
clothing expenses and so on, the figure easily
goes up even more. It is important to note that
we are not talking about the poor here. We are
talking about the “Average Income Household” or
“Median Income Household”.
Going by the percentage of each cohort that
comes from HDB homes, one can reasonably
conclude that the affordability of a NUS medical
education has not eroded over the years since my
time. (Whether affordability had eroded before
my time is another question altogether which
admittedly now I cannot answer.) The current
level of affordability relative to average monthly
household income can only continue if costs are
kept in check and administrators do not lose
sight of the social mission of the NUS Yong Loo
Lin School of Medicine, while at the same time
the School aspires to greater heights of teaching
and research excellence. The Graduate Medical
School that will be up and running soon is still a
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Results:
Medical Student Category
Winner:
Ms Lee Weishan, Delice
4 th Year Medical student
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine,
National University of Singapore
Merit Award:

Mr Tan Yingcong, Ryan Shea

Non-medical Student Category
Winner:
Ms Ratika Dayani
3 rd Year Economics and
Management student
Singapore Institute of Management
Mr Kok Yee Onn

All the awards will be presented to the
winners at the next SMA Ethics Convention
in October 2006. ■

part of NUS and we hope that it too will share the
social mission of NUS, its organisational parent.
It will be a sad day if in addition to being clever
and hardworking, one has to be, as Warren Buffet
put it, “members of the lucky sperm club” (that is,
those born rich) to study medicine in Singapore.
On a personal note, when my father died
suddenly while I was nearing the end of my
second year in medical school, I was fortunately
able to obtain substantial financial assistance
(50% of tuition fees) from the philanthropic Lee
Foundation coupled with encouragement and help
from two senior and very kind lady doctors –
Dr Lee Li Eng and Dr Chan Sing Kit. Without help
from these kind people and the Lee Foundation, I
may not have finished medical school.
At the end of the day, it is important to
remember that a NUS medical education is the
ONLY avenue Singaporean children of bank clerks,
taxi-drivers, hawkers, butchers, book-binders,
bus time-keepers and so on, have to realise their
dreams of becoming a doctor. And even then, they
do so only with much sacrifice and some hardship.
Look no further than at many of us in the 47th
SMA Council. And let us have less of the Ugly. ■

